Dear

Principal 

Board Chair 

Preschool Parent Association President

Parent and Citizen Association President

You will be aware that from January 2008 all Government preschools will be amalgamated with their neighbouring primary school. To facilitate the process of amalgamation, there has been considerable discussion with key stakeholders and the following points represent the accepted position on a number of key matters.

Funding

All Department funds currently devoted to preschools have been identified and will continue to be targeted to preschool provision. Funds to remain centrally managed by the Department include: security, programmed maintenance (grounds, gutters etc) and annual contracts (eg HVAC and Fire). 

Cleaning and Maintenance

As of January 2008 funds will be devolved to primary schools to pay for utilities, general maintenance, cleaning and consumables in preschools. Financial Services are currently working on a model for the distribution of these funds to the school in consideration of the characteristics of each preschool unit.

Insurance

Insurance of Government preschool buildings is covered by the Department’s policy, as is public liability insurance within the school and preschool precinct. Unlike the Parent and Citizen Associations the Preschool Parent Associations currently purchase assets and therefore insure these separately. Assets and resources that are held by the Preschool Parent Association, rather than the school, will continue to need insurance cover arranged by the Preschool Parent Association.

School Signage

School and preschool signage is in the process of being changed to denote that each primary school will be preschool to year six and that the preschool is part of the school. Preschools will bear the name of the school followed by the name of the preschool site. For example: 

Torrens Primary School 

Preschool to year 6

Preschool Units at Chifley, Pearce and Torrens 

At the off-site preschool the sign will read:

Torrens Primary School 

Chifley Preschool Unit.

Staffing

As with all staff placements, the principal will determine the best staffing options for their preschool program. The integrity of the preschool program will be maintained by ensuring that teaching staff will hold qualifications/experience in early childhood education. Long day programs will continue to be staffed appropriately.

Voluntary Contributions

Parent voluntary contributions currently go directly to the Preschool Parent Association and it is proposed to continue this practice during 2008. As stated in the Education Act 2004, the following principles apply in relation to financial contributions:

(a) each contribution is to be voluntary;

(b) a child at the school is not to be refused benefits or services because the child’s parents do not make a contribution;

(c) a child is not to be approached or harassed for contributions;

(d) any record of contributions is confidential.

If a parent of a child enrolled at the school is asked to make a financial contribution, the parent must be informed of the above principles that apply to financial contributions.

The Department will continue to work with the Canberra Preschool Society and the Parent and Citizen Association to address matter of governance. 

Your school principal has been informed of all developments with regard to the preschool, primary school amalgamation and is well placed to clarify any queries you may have. Alternatively you may wish to discuss changes with your particular association.

Yours sincerely

Kathy Melsom

Acting Executive Director

24 September 2007

