Canberra Preschool Society (CPS) Preschool best practice policy (Discussion draft)


1. Purpose

1. In accordance with its belief that quality preschools build communities and give ACT children the best start possible in life, this policy states the Canberra Preschool Society’s position on best practice in preschools.
  

2. Fundamental principles of preschool education in the ACT

2. The CPS believes that the following fundamental principles should apply to the provision of preschool education to the children of ACT residents.

I. All children of ACT residents should have an equal opportunity to access and attend a one year program of quality preschool education irrespective of their stage of development, , socio-economic or household or geographic circumstances.

II. Preschool education should be based on an open and cooperative partnership involving:

· individual parents,

· preschool teachers and assistants,

· preschool volunteers,

· primary schools (where applicable),

· Preschool Parent Associations, as representatives of respective preschool parent communities,

· the Canberra Preschool Society, as the peak representative body for ACT Preschool Parent Associations,

· the ACT Department of Education and Training, and

· the ACT Government,

as well as the wider ACT community, with any major decisions involving a preschool(s) to be subject to prior community consultation.

III. Preschools and Preschool Parent Associations should be recognised by the ACT Government for the role they play in building local and wider communities.

IV. Preschool education in the ACT should be based on best practice, be innovative in nature and subject to continuous improvement. 

V. Meeting the needs of ACT children should be paramount in the design and delivery of preschool programs in the ACT.

VI. Children with special needs shall be provided with equitable access to appropriate assistance, or programs.

VII. To promote continuity of care and learning and broad support networks, appropriate relationships should be fostered and maintained for example between preschool communities and playgroups, childcare facilities, out of school care programs, nearby primary schools and preschools, and associated representative organisations at both the local level and ACT wide.

3. CPS role in promoting best practice in ACT preschools
3. The CPS role in promoting best practice in ACT preschools primarily involves:

· supporting the role that individual Preschool Parent Associations fulfil in the provision of a quality educational experience to ACT preschoolers, and

· acting in the best interests of current and prospective ACT preschoolers, their parents and preschools’ local communities, as a representative body with a strong effective voice.

4. Preschools
Neighbourhood preschool concept

4. CPS supports the continuation of the neighbourhood preschool concept so long as preschools based on this concept continue to be viable, contribute to the social fabric of local communities and adequately serve the needs of children resident in the neighbourhood.

5. The CPS recognises that there are special circumstances when although a preschool may not meet a strict viability test, it should continue to operate based on overriding factors such as the provision of equitable access to a quality preschool education (for example, rural designated preschools).

6. The CPS considers that where neighbourhood preschools are not able to be offered, other assistance should be considered and offered by the ACT Government, as necessary, to ensure that eligible children living in neighbourhoods without preschools are still able to access preschool programs without being unfairly disadvantaged.

· Appropriate assistance may include the provision of a tailored public transport service and offering non-standard session commencement and finishing times to facilitate siblings’ school or childcare drop-offs.

Preschool viability
7. While respecting CPS member Preschool Parent Associations’ rights to adopt different positions to that of the Society on the viability of a specific Preschool, the CPS believes that to be viable at any point in time, an individual preschool should have:
I. Sufficient preschoolers enrolled to allow for the delivery of a meaningful and quality preschool experience to those enrolled.

· The CPS believes that there is no definitive number of what constitutes sufficient preschoolers and that it should be examined on a case by case basis taking into account factors such as the specific needs of the children enrolled and whether there are the necessary opportunities available for preschoolers’ social interaction with their cohorts.

II. A preschool parent body that is adequately resourced to fulfil their role in the partnership with the Government that delivers preschool education in the ACT.

· Adequately resourced includes a Preschool Parent Association having sufficient financial and human resources to meet its legal obligations as a Preschool Parent Association, as well as it being suitably positioned to make a meaningful contribution to the provision of a quality educational experience for their children.

8. In situations where a party (for example, a Preschool Parent Association or the ACT Government) considers a particular preschool to no longer be viable, either in the immediate future or the longer term, the CPS advocates appropriate inclusive consultation opportunities being provided to directly and indirectly affected parties, as well as local residents.  It believes that such situations and any resulting action should be handled in a sensitive and considerate manner.

· Any examination of a preschool’s longer term viability should take into account past and projected enrolments, as well as any other factors that may lead to changes in demand.  For example, changes in session offerings, peaks during the year arising from transfers of families into Canberra and urban infill.

Preschool infrastructure
9. The CPS advocates that when not required for the provision of preschool education over a period, preschool associated infrastructure should be made available to the local community for community orientated use.
· The CPS believes that this is an appropriate position to adopt in recognition of the significant contributions normally made to such infrastructure over time by local communities and especially that of consecutive parent bodies through their Preschool Parent Associations.

· While any other approach should be primarily a decision for the directly affected neighbourhood, in consultation with the ACT Government, such decisions should be made after taking into account possible demographic changes. 
� This paper presents the views of the Canberra Preschool Society as an umbrella group for Preschools in the ACT.  The CPS recognises the rights of its member Preschool Parent Associations to form, hold, or act on differing views to those adopted in this paper.
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